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one half percent for the road program. vote  or  April 2, 2019yes no
A recent, independent analysis of South 
Elgin roads iden�fied 48% of the Village’s 
101 lane miles as fair to very poor condi�on 
(with 52% ranging from good to excellent 
condi�on). The Village seeks to improve 
roads via increased funding provided by a 

half-percent sales tax increase. Every penny 
of the increase will be allocated for Village 
road infrastructure improvements; it 
projects to boost the road improvement 
budget from $2 million to $3.5 million per 
year. More details inside

Cherry Street: Before

Edition 01
Volume 02

Questions regarding the Sales Tax Referendum?
Ÿ Mon., March18 @ Briana’s pancake cafe: 7:30 - 9 am
Ÿ Monday, March 18 @ Village Hall: 5:30 - 6:30 pm

Here are three ways to learn more: read more in this 
newsletter, Visit  southelgin.com/SalesTaxReferendum
or drop by one of these Question and answer sessions: Ÿ Wednesday, March 27 @ Village Hall: 4 - 5:30 pm 

Cherry Street: A�er



Block par�es, birthday par�es, school events and more can benefit from South Elgin 
Parks & Recrea�on Rapid Response Recrea�on. We’ll provide games, prizes, relay races, 
temporary ta�oos, water play (weather permi�ng) and more. A 21-day no�ce is 
needed to reserve the team and trailer. We’ll a�end your event for two hours. The 
following fee must be paid upon booking:
Ÿ 1-10 Children: $100
Ÿ 11-20 Children: $125
Ÿ 21-30 Children: $150

Addi�onal fees apply for extended travel and 
larger par�es. Contact South Elgin Parks & 
Recrea�on staff at 847-622-0003.

perfect party prep requires rapid response recreation 

reserve an outdoor facility for your summer gatherings
Plan your next birthday party, family reunion or picnic at one of our four outdoor 
shelters. The fee and $100 deposit must be paid upon booking. Stop by Village Hall or 
call 847-622-0003. 

Ca$h for campers
summer discount program
Fill your child’s summer with field 
trips, fun and splashing at Bartle� 
Aqua�cs Center. And if you register 
early, it’ll come at a discounted price! 

Cash for Campers early bird 
registra�on runs April 4-18. Please 
register at Village Hall or online at 
southelgin.com/registra�on. Payment 
plans are available.
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Pictures with

Peter CottontailPeter Cottontail
April 12: 5-7 pm

April 13: 10:30-12:30 pm

Municipal Annex

$2 R/$4 NR (photo)

$15 R/$20 NR (basket)

Registration Required

southelgin.com/registraton

Saturday, April 20
9-10:30 am
Village Squire
South Elgin

$30 R/$35 NR
per family of 4

Breakfast with the BunnyBreakfast with the Bunny

Jim Hansen Park
Resident: $75
Non-Res: $125

Electricity, USB ports
Port-a-Po�y

Lions Park
Resident: $75
Non-Res: $125

Electricity
Port-a-Po�y

SEBA Park
Resident: $125
Non-Res: $175

Electricity
Flush Toilets

Stowell-Peddy Park
Resident: $75
Non-Res: $125
NO Electricity
Port-a-Po�y

Spring Holiday Egg HuntSpring Holiday Egg Hunt
.Kenyon Woods Pasture, Raymond Street    Saturday, April 20 at Noon

Non-perishable food donations South Elgin Food Pantry welcomed!

Parking available at South Elgin High School

southelgin.com/
registration



NOTE: The referendum proposes to boost the por�on of 

sales tax South Elgin collects for infrastructure from 

0.5% to 1%. This is the limit Non-Home Rule 

communi�es such as South Elgin can levy. In doing so, 

the net Sales Tax will rise from 7.5% to 8%.

Why doesn't the Village have the money to keep roads in good 

condi�on? The Village budget allocates $2 million per year 

toward road infrastructure projects (approximately $600,000 

comes from the Motor Fuel Tax and the balance from South 

Elgin's por�on of the sales tax). A completed, independent 

analysis by Infrastructure Management Systems in June 2018 

determined the currently budgeted funds are not sufficient to 

maintain the present quality of South Elgin's growing road 

network. More than one-third of our road network was added 

during the Village's biggest growth spurt in the late 1990s and 

early 2000s. As roads typically last about 20 years, those roads 

are now in need of maintenance. If the referendum does not 

pass, the Village will con�nue to manage the available funds as 

effec�vely and efficiently as possible.

What does the referendum propose? To provide addi�onal 

funding for Village-wide road infrastructure projects by 

increasing the local sales tax por�on from 0.5% to 1.0%

What will this proposed new rate cost me? The increase would 

equate to an extra half penny for every dollar of general 

merchandise purchased. This increase does NOT apply to 

groceries, pharmaceu�cals or fuel purchases. 

During the Monday, January 7, 2019 Board Mee�ng, the 

Village Trustees agreed to pursue a public vote during the April 

2, 2019 consolidated elec�on. An affirma�ve vote would allow 

the Village to increase the net sales tax rates for general 

merchandise from 7.5% to 8%, and the addi�onal funds will be 

allocated, by state mandate, to South Elgin's road 

infrastructure program.

How does South Elgin's 

sales tax rate compare to 

neighboring communi�es? 

At this �me, South Elgin's 

net sales tax rate (7.5%) is 

the lowest among our 

neighboring communi�es. 

This proposal would bring 

South Elgin's rate equal to St. 

Charles, Geneva, Bartle� 

and Batavia (8%) while remaining lower than Elgin's rate (9.5%). 

Don't my property taxes pay for road improvements? No. 

Funding comes from the Motor Fuel Tax and local sales tax only.

How will I know the money raised will fund road infrastructure 

projects? Per State of Illinois Statute ILCS Ch. 65, Act 5, § 8-11-

1.2(a), any addi�onal sales tax imposed by a non-home rule 

municipality (such as the Village of South Elgin) must be 

allocated for public infrastructure projects. The Village budget is 

transparent and available for review at southelgin.com. All 

Village Board Mee�ngs are open to the public and ques�ons are 

always welcome.

If the majority vote YES, when 

will the new sales tax rate take 

effect? Implementa�on 

depends upon how long it 

takes to officially cer�fy the 

April 2 elec�on results; the 

sales tax could go into effect as 

early as July 1, 2019 or as late 

as January 1, 2020.

Isn't this just a way to further tax South Elgin residents? 

Everyone who uses our retailers and restaurants pays the same 

sales tax – you, your neighbor and the Bartle� family purchasing 

a TV at our Best Buy. Nearly 250,000 people live within 10 miles 

of South Elgin's Randall Road corridor, and only 23,000 are South 

Elgin residents. This proposal distributes the financial burden of 

maintaining our roads among all who use them.

Will there be an opportunity to ask ques�ons about this 

referendum prior to elec�on day? Yes! The Village will host a 

series of public Q&A sessions, including: Monday, March 18 at 

Briana’s Pancake Café from 7:30 - 9 am, Monday, March 18 at 

Village Hall from 5:30 - 6:30 pm and Wednesday, March 27 at 

Village Hall from 4 - 5:30 pm. All are welcome!

Read more Q&A at southelgin.com/SalesTaxReferendum
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Frequently asked questions about the April 2, 2019 sales tax referendum

Illinois state law requires the ballot to indicate the full 1.0% 
sales tax South Elgin will collect if the referendum passes. 
This total includes the exis�ng 0.5% local sales tax plus the 
0.5% sought for addi�onal road project funding. The result 
of the April 2, 2019 referendum will determine whether 
the net sales tax rate will rise from 7.5% to 8%. 

Why does the ballot indicate a 1.0% increase when the 
Village's informa�onal materials say it's only 0.5%? 

voters will select YES or NO to this ques�on: 

Shall the Village of South Elgin, Kane County, Illinois, be 

authorized to levy a Non-Home Rule Municipal Retailers' 

Occupa�on Tax (65 ILCS 5/8-11-1.3) in the amount of one 

percent (1.0%) and a Non-Home Rule Municipal Service 

Occupa�on Tax (65 ILCS 5/8-11-1.4) in the amount of one 

percent (1.0%), for the purpose of funding expenditures on 

public infrastructure?  

What does the ballot say? 

At the Consolidated Elec�on  South Elgin 
April 2, 2019

A $10 ��������
     with today’s 7.5% tax: $10.75
        with proposed 8% tax: $10.80

How much will the sales tax increase cost me?

A $100 �������
with today’s 7.5% tax: $107.50
with proposed 8% tax: $108
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Truths about the proposed
Sales Tax Referendum

100% of the sales tax revenue will fund South Elgin’s 
road infrastructure projects

Zero impact on property taxes

Applies to general merchandise only, 
NOT pharmaceuticals, fuel or groceries

South Elgin’s sales tax would equal Bartlett and 
St. Charles (8%) and remain less than Elgin (9.5%)

An estimated 70% of the tax would be paid by
non-residents enjoying our shops and restaurants

Your roads. Your decision. Be informed.

More info at southelgin.com/SalesTaxReferendum
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One Half Percent for the Road Program. Vote  or  April 2, 2019YES NO

will have difficulty developing due to lack of oxygen. 

7. Stake the tree only when necessary - on windy sites or 

2. Dig a shallow, broad plan�ng hole - two/three �mes wider than

8. Mulch the base of the tree - two to four inches of

1. Iden�fy the trunk flare - where the trunk expands at the base.

straight.

3. Remove containers or wire basket enclosures

pockets. Do not fer�lize immediately.

waterlogged. 

5. Straighten the tree in the hole - before backfilling, step back

Nine Steps Toward Successful New Tree Plan�ng

and view the tree from mul�ple direc�ons to confirm it’s

when plan�ng bare root stock.

6. Fill the hole gently and firmly - pack soil around the base to

the root ball to allow expansion room for emerging roots

Plant during the dormant season - in the fall a�er leaf drop or early spring before 
budbreak. Before digging, ensure you have located all underground u�li�es (call JULIE).

4. Place the tree at the proper height - a tree planted too deep

The Village of South Elgin is proud to be a member of “Tree City” which encourages the 
plan�ng of new trees and their care a�er they’ve been established. Follow these 
guidelines from The Interna�onal Society of Arboriculture and your tree should flourish. 
Please remember, we aren’t plan�ng trees for our enjoyment but rather for our children 
and grandchildren. -Kevin Summers, Arborist, Village of South Elgin Public Services

stabilize it. Water while comple�ng the backfill to avoid air

depth to hold moisture and reduce weed/grass growth

It should be par�ally visible a�er plan�ng.

9. Provide follow-up care - keep the soil most, but not

Spring tree planting tips from South Elgin’s Arborist

public works open house:
touch-a-truck and more!
Save the date: Friday, May 17 from 2 - 6 
pm, the Public Works Department will 
host an open house with snacks, tours 
and insights of our beau�ful facility at 
1000 Bowes Road.
     The highlight of the open house will 
include a Touch-A-Truck opportunity for 
kids (and those youthful at heart). 
     Watch South Elgin’s Facebook page 
and local newspapers for more details. 
Join us Friday, May 17 from 2-6 pm and 
discover more about the backbone of 
our great Village.



Here are a few ways to earn South 

Elgin’s Officer of the Year Award: 

Ÿ Transform Na�onal Night Out 

Against Crime from a block party to 

a fes�val complete with the Chicago 

Bears drum line, a celebrity disc 

jockey host, iconic band Seventh 

Heaven and so much more; 

Ÿ Prepare a Christmas celebra�on 

with South Elgin’s Santa’s Helpers 

for 15 children (eight families) in 

need of a holiday boost; 

Ÿ Stand in traffic on Randall Road 

collec�ng funds for SEPD’s favorite 

cause: Special Olympics. 

 And in each of these cases, the 

responsible officer was 12-year 

department veteran, Jim Creighton. 

About the only person reluctant to give 

him credit is himself. “It’s not called the 

Jim Creighton Award,” he said. 

Ÿ Teach elementary students they’re 

Too Good for Drugs;

 “It’s an honor that is only possible 

because the men and women of SEPD 

jump right in with me. It’s because 

Public Works and Parks & Recrea�on 

make these events possible. It’s 

because local businesses generously 

support what we’re doing. It’s the 

support of South Elgin’s residents. It’s 

Village Administra�on le�ng me run 

with these opportuni�es. And, most 

importantly, it’s because I have such an 

incredibly suppor�ve wife.”

 As the Community Rela�ons 

Officer, Creighton upholds one of the 

key words found in the SEPD mo�o: 

Compassion. 

 Sergeant Mike Doty summed it up 

best. "Officer Creighton's enthusiasm 

and a�tude help bring the spirit of 

working with the police and community 

together.” Congratula�ons Officer 

Creighton, it’s an award well-deserved!
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Calendar of Events
March

4	 Village Board Mee�ng - 7 pm

8 Mom & Son Bowling - 7-9 pm

11 Special Mee�ng - Budget - 7 pm

17 Public Works Open House - 2-6 pm

28 Recrea�on Board Mee�ng - 7 pm

1 Budget/Village Board Mee�ng - 7pm

13 Coffee with the Mayor

14 Public Mee�ng - McLean Road STP

15 Flood Safety Open House - 2-4 pm

25 Special Budget Mtg - 7pm (if necessary)

April

4 Cash for Campers begins

17 Planning & Zoning - 7 pm

 @ Briana’s Pancake Cafe - 7:30-9am

20 Breakfast with the Bunny - 9 am

22 Recrea�on Board Mee�ng - 7 pm

18 Sales Tax Referendum Open House

 @ Village Hall - 5:30-6:30 pm

6 Village Board Mee�ng - 7 pm

 Project @ Public Services - 4-7 pm

15 Planning & Zoning - 7 pm

 @ Public Services Facility - 8-9 am

 @ Coffee Haus - 7-8 pm

20 Spring Egg Hunt - Noon

15  Village Board Mee�ng - 7 pm

20 Village Board Mee�ng - 7 pm

May

12 Pics with Peter Co�ontail - 5 pm

18  Village Board Mee�ng - 7 pm

27 Sales Tax Referendum Open House

18 Coffee with the Mayor 

20 Planning & Zoning - 7 pm

 @ Village Hall - 4-5:30 pm

2 Elec�on Day

13  Pics with Peter Co�ontail - 10:30am

15 Coffee with the Mayor

27 Administra�ve Offices Closed 

The South Elgin Community Development Department and South 
Elgin Economic Development (SEED) welcome the following 
businesses to the Village as of January 1, 2019:

Ÿ Mi Vallarta - 1101 N LaFox Road 

Welcome new businesses to south elgin

Ÿ Firehouse Subs - 346 Randall Road 
Ÿ Coffee Haus - 406 Randall Road 

Ÿ TRM Trucking Inc - 800 Bowes Road

Please contact SEED for future South Elgin 
business inquiries: 
Ÿ SEED, PO Box 678, South Elgin, IL 60177
Ÿ 847-742-SEED (7333)
Ÿ seedsouthelgin.com
Ÿ contact@seedsouthelgin.com

James Creighton Wins 2018 Officer of the Year Award

Save the D
ate

SEEDsouthelgin.com

Unleashing Google 
for Your Business

featuring Google Insider 
Nathan Misirian

President, Autumn Consulting

Complimentary Lunch & Learn
.Wed, April 17  11:30 am - 1:30 pm

South Elgin Public Works Building

Fld Safety Aws Wk 2019

March 11-15, 2019
Open House: March 15 from 2-4pm

flood safety open house 
Learn more about flood insurance, safety 
�ps, floodway proper�es and more at a 
Village Hall Open House, Friday, March 15 
from 2-4 pm. Ques�ons? Contact the 
Community Development Department at 
comdev@southelgin.com or 847-741-3894.

Officer of the Year, Jim Creighton 
with son Aidan and wife Melisa
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Contact Us

Public Works

Parks & Recrea�on

Village Administrator 

Emergency

Police Non-Emergency

M��� �������� ��: 

Village Hall

Community Development 

Village of South Elgin
10 N Water St., South Elgin, IL 60177 

village board of trustees

 847-742-5780

847-741-2151

911

847-695-2742

847-622-0003

847-741-3894

Our Village President (and our Barber-in-Chief), Steve Ward has served the Village 
of South Elgin since 1992 as a member of the Planning & Zoning Commission (1992 
– 2001), Village Trustee (2001 – 2013) and current Village President since 2013. 
 President Ward and his wife Nancy are married with five children, and he has 
called South Elgin home since 1988. When not presiding over Board mee�ngs and 
a�ending community events, Steve Ward owns Ralph's Barber Shop in Elgin (his 
father, Ralph Ward, originally owned the namesake shop), where he has cut hair 
since 1977. President Ward took �me in early February to answer a few ques�ons:

What has you excited about South Elgin's future?

It's a great opportunity to touch base with residents in a more casual atmosphere 
than a Board Mee�ng. People are free to ask the ques�ons on their mind. It could 
be what I thought about the Bears game last week or why their road needs a new 
stop sign. It's an idea Chris Merri� (South Elgin's re�red police chief) and I talked 
about, and it's �me to get it started. This summer we’re also launching our 
Neighborhood Walks, and we’ll announce it on Facebook and southelgin.com. 

Now it's your turn. In future issues of Village Light, we will choose ques�ons for the 
Village President submi�ed by residents of South Elgin. Please email your ques�ons 
to cpierce@southelgin.com.

The Village center. It's exci�ng to think about how the area within a few block 
radius of Village Hall is going to develop over the next few years. Our roots are a 
working town. I mean, our downtown was the mill. While we don't have the classic 
downtown with historic buildings, we do have a chance to develop something 
special. We're building an outdoor sound stage this summer for hos�ng events big 
and small. Add in the new housing developments and a�rac�ve retail and 
restaurant opportuni�es and the Village Center will become a des�na�on for the 
en�re community. Come together to enjoy the parks, the river, the trail, the events 
and everything that makes us proud to call South Elgin home.   

NOTE: Join us at Briana’s Pancake Café, Monday, March 18 from 7:30 - 9 am! 

You're kicking off Coffee with the Mayor this spring. What’s your goal?

What person or people have been a role model in your life?
Growing up, it was definitely my parents. They raised me and taught me all of the 
important fundamentals. But now I would say it's my customers. They come to the 
shop and represent all walks of life, every financial background and family history. 
They provide me with so many insights. They make me smarter and more 
informed. And it's one of the most rewarding parts of any day. 

A Little Off the Top

3 Questions for the Village President

Monday, March 18 from 7:30 - 9 am

Monday, April 15 from 8-9 am

NEW! C����� ���� ��� M����
Drop in for a complimentary cup of 
coffee and chat with Village President, 
Steve Ward:

Briana’s Pancake Café

Public Services Facility
Monday, May 13 from 7-8 pm
Coffee Haus
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